
Unveiling the Hidden Past: Palimpsest
Documents from Korean Adoption
The adoption of Korean children by Western families began in the post-
Korean War era, offering orphaned and abandoned Korean children a
chance for a better life. However, for these adoptees, questions about their
past and birth families often lingered in the shadows.
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Over time, a groundbreaking resource has emerged to shed light on the
hidden past of Korean adoptees: palimpsest documents.

What are Palimpsest Documents?

Palimpsest documents are records of adoptions that were initially created
and then later overwritten or erased, with new information overlaying the
original data. In the context of Korean adoption, palimpsest documents
often contain invaluable information about birth parents, siblings, and
medical history.

These documents were originally used by adoption agencies to facilitate
communication between birth parents and children. However, they were
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often poorly translated, poorly preserved, or intentionally destroyed, making
them difficult for adoptees to access.

The Importance of Palimpsest Documents

For Korean adoptees, obtaining their palimpsest documents can be a
transformative experience.

Identity Formation: Palimpsest documents can provide adoptees with
crucial information about their history, culture, and lineage, facilitating
their sense of identity and belonging.

Family Search: These documents can contain clues about birth
families, helping adoptees embark on the search for their biological
relatives.

Medical History: Palimpsest documents may disclose significant
medical information about birth parents, which can be essential for
adoptees' well-being.

Historical Awareness: The study of palimpsest documents also
sheds light on the complexities of Korean adoption, including the
social, political, and cultural factors that shaped the experience of
thousands of children.

Challenges in Obtaining Palimpsest Documents

Despite their profound significance, obtaining palimpsest documents can
be challenging due to:

Language Barriers: Palimpsest documents are often written in
Korean, making them inaccessible to adoptees who do not speak the
language.



Damaged or Lost Documents: Many palimpsest documents were
mishandled or destroyed over time, making them irretrievable.

Institutional Resistance: Some adoption agencies may be reluctant
to release palimpsest documents due to concerns about privacy and
confidentiality.

The Role of the Palimpsest Project

Recognizing the importance of palimpsest documents, The Palimpsest
Project was established to assist Korean adoptees in accessing and
understanding their documents.

The project provides:

Translation Services: The Palimpsest Project translates palimpsest
documents into English, making them accessible to adoptees.

Document Analysis: The project's specialists analyze palimpsest
documents to identify important information, such as birth family
names and locations.

Counseling and Support: The Palimpsest Project offers counseling
and support to adoptees as they navigate the emotional challenges of
uncovering their past.

Unveiling the Palimpsest

For adoptee Kim Ji-soo, obtaining her palimpsest document was a
profound experience.

"I had always wondered about my birth family, but I never had any
information," she said. "When I finally got my palimpsest document, it was



like reading a puzzle about my own life. It answered questions that had
haunted me for years."

Kim's palimpsest document revealed the names of her birth parents, the
date of her adoption, and the reason for her adoption. It also provided clues
about her birth siblings, whom she longed to meet.

Armed with this newfound knowledge, Kim embarked on a journey to Korea
to search for her birth family. Through the Palimpsest Project's support, she
was able to locate her birth siblings and connect with her Korean heritage
in a deeply meaningful way.

Palimpsest: A Symbol of Identity

Palimpsest documents serve as powerful metaphors for the lives of Korean
adoptees.

They are remnants of a past that has been overwritten, but still contains
traces of the original. Like the palimpsest document itself, Korean adoptees
navigate the complexities of their identities, blending their Korean heritage
with their Western experiences.

By embracing the palimpsest as a symbol of their own journeys, Korean
adoptees can forge a renewed sense of identity, rooted in both their past
and their present.

Palimpsest documents from Korean adoption offer a rare window into the
lives of adoptees, connecting them with their hidden past and paving the
way for a more meaningful understanding of their own identities.



Through the work of the Palimpsest Project and the courage of adoptees,
these documents continue to unveil the secrets of a complex and often
painful history, facilitating healing and empowering Korean adoptees to
embrace their unique journeys.

As we delve into the palimpsest of Korean adoption, we uncover not only
the forgotten stories of children but also the resilience and determination of
those who seek to reclaim their past and shape their own futures.
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