
Three Royal Cousins And The Road To World
War: A Comprehensive Review
David Cannadine's book 'Three Royal Cousins And The Road To World
War' is a fascinating and meticulously researched account of the complex
relationship between three European cousins who played a significant role
in the lead-up to the First World War. Cannadine argues that these three
men – King George V of England, Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany, and Tsar
Nicholas II of Russia – were more alike than different, and that their shared
experiences and common interests led them to make a series of decisions
that ultimately contributed to the outbreak of war.
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The Three Royal Cousins

King George V, Kaiser Wilhelm II, and Tsar Nicholas II were all born within
a few years of each other, and they were all raised in the same aristocratic
milieu. They were all educated at the finest schools, and they all spoke
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several languages. They were also all passionate about military matters,
and they all saw themselves as the rightful heirs to their respective thrones.

Despite their similarities, there were also some important differences
between the three cousins. George V was the most reserved and cautious
of the three, while Wilhelm II was the most flamboyant and impulsive.
Nicholas II was somewhere in between, but he was more inclined towards
autocracy than either of his cousins.

The Road To War

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in 1914 was the
spark that ignited the First World War. However, the roots of the war can be
traced back much further, to the complex web of alliances and rivalries that
had developed between the European powers in the decades leading up to
the conflict.

Cannadine argues that the three royal cousins played a significant role in
the lead-up to the war. He shows how their personal relationships, their
political ambitions, and their military strategies all contributed to the
outbreak of hostilities.

For example, George V's decision to support France in the face of German
aggression was a major factor in bringing Britain into the war. Wilhelm II's
belief that Germany could win a quick and decisive victory against France
and Russia was a major factor in his decision to declare war. And Nicholas
II's decision to mobilize the Russian army in response to German
mobilization was a major factor in bringing Russia into the war.

The Legacy Of The War



The First World War was a catastrophic event that had a profound impact
on the world. It led to the deaths of millions of people, and it caused the
collapse of several empires. It also led to the rise of new ideologies, such
as communism and fascism.

Cannadine argues that the three royal cousins who played a role in the
lead-up to the war bear some of the responsibility for its consequences. He
shows how their decisions and actions helped to create the conditions that
made the war possible.

David Cannadine's book 'Three Royal Cousins And The Road To World
War' is a fascinating and important book. It provides a new and insightful
perspective on the origins of the First World War. Cannadine shows how
the personal relationships, political ambitions, and military strategies of
three European cousins all contributed to the outbreak of the conflict.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the
First World War. It is a well-written and meticulously researched book that
sheds new light on one of the most important events in human history.

Additional Information

The book 'Three Royal Cousins And The Road To World War' was
published in 2015 by Penguin Random House.

The book has been translated into several languages, including
French, German, and Russian.

The book has received positive reviews from critics. The New York
Times called it "a masterful work of scholarship" and "a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the First World War."
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