Thomas Berry Biography: A Visionary for the
Earth and Beyond

Thomas Berry (1914-2009) was an American cultural historian, ecologist,
and theologian whose groundbreaking work on the interconnectedness of
all life and the importance of protecting the Earth has had a profound
impact on the field of environmentalism and beyond. His visionary ideas
have inspired countless individuals and organizations to work towards a
more sustainable and just world.
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Early Life and Education

Thomas Berry was born on November 9, 1914, in Greensboro, North
Carolina. He grew up in a devout Catholic family and attended Catholic
schools. He developed a deep love of nature at an early age, spending
countless hours exploring the woods and fields around his home. Berry
was also a gifted student, excelling in both science and the humanities. He
entered the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) in 1933 and was ordained a
priest in 1942.
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After his ordination, Berry continued his studies at the University of
Chicago, where he earned a doctorate in history of culture. He also studied
cultural anthropology at Columbia University and ecology at Yale University.
Berry's interdisciplinary approach to scholarship was groundbreaking at the
time and would become a hallmark of his work throughout his career.

The New Story

In the 1960s, Berry began to develop his vision of a "New Story" for
humanity, a story that would replace the dominant narrative of progress and
domination over nature. Berry argued that this old story was unsustainable
and was leading to the destruction of the Earth. He proposed a new story
that would be based on a deep understanding of the interconnectedness of
all life and the importance of living in harmony with the Earth.

Berry's New Story was a radical departure from the prevailing worldview of
the time. However, it resonated with many people who were becoming
increasingly concerned about the environmental crisis. Berry's ideas were
influential in the development of the environmental movement and continue
to inspire activists and change-makers around the world.

The Great Work

In addition to his work on the New Story, Berry also developed a concept
called the "Great Work." He believed that the Great Work of our time was to
create a sustainable and just world for all. This would require a
fundamental transformation of our values and institutions. Berry argued that
we must move from a culture of domination and exploitation to a culture of
compassion and reverence for life.



The Great Work is a daunting task, but Berry believed that it is essential for
the future of humanity. He called on all people to join in this work,
regardless of their background or beliefs. Berry believed that the Great
Work is a spiritual undertaking, and he drew inspiration from a wide range
of religious and philosophical traditions.

Later Life and Legacy

Berry continued to write and speak about the New Story and the Great
Work until his death in 2009. He was a prolific author, publishing more than
30 books and hundreds of articles. He also lectured extensively around the
world, inspiring countless people with his vision of a better future.

Berry's legacy is immense. He is considered one of the most important
thinkers of the 20th century, and his work has had a profound impact on the
fields of environmentalism, theology, and cultural history. Berry's vision of a
New Story for humanity continues to inspire people around the world to
work towards a more sustainable and just world.

Thomas Berry was a visionary thinker whose work has had a profound
impact on our understanding of the world and our place within it. His vision
of a New Story for humanity is a powerful reminder that we must change
our ways if we want to create a sustainable and just future for all. Berry's
legacy will continue to inspire people for generations to come.

Recommended Books by Thomas Berry

= The Dream of the Earth
= The Great Work: Our Way Into the Future

= The Universe Story
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