
The Ultimate Guide to Caring for an Armadillo
as a Pet
Armadillos are fascinating creatures that can make great pets for the right
people. They are relatively low-maintenance animals, and they can be quite
affectionate and playful. However, it is important to do your research before
getting an armadillo, as they can have some specific needs.

Choosing the Right Armadillo

There are several different species of armadillos, but the most common
type of pet armadillo is the three-banded armadillo. These armadillos are
relatively small, reaching a maximum length of about 3 feet. They are also
relatively docile and easy to care for.
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When choosing an armadillo, it is important to find a healthy animal from a
reputable breeder. The armadillo should be alert and active, and its eyes
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and nose should be clear. You should also check the armadillo's shell for
any cracks or injuries.

Enclosure

Armadillos need a spacious enclosure that provides them with plenty of
room to move around. The enclosure should be at least 10 feet long, 6 feet
wide, and 3 feet high. It should be made of a sturdy material, such as wood
or metal, and it should have a secure top to prevent the armadillo from
escaping.

The enclosure should be furnished with a variety of items, including a
hiding place, a sleeping area, and a water bowl. The hiding place can be a
simple box or a piece of PVC pipe. The sleeping area should be a soft,
cozy spot where the armadillo can curl up and sleep. The water bowl
should be large enough for the armadillo to drink from and bathe in.

Diet

Armadillos are omnivores, and they will eat a variety of foods, including
insects, fruits, vegetables, and small animals. A good diet for an armadillo
consists of:

A commercial armadillo food

Fresh fruits and vegetables, such as apples, bananas, carrots, and
celery

Insects, such as crickets, mealworms, and dubia roaches

Small animals, such as mice and rats



It is important to offer your armadillo a variety of foods to ensure that it is
getting all the nutrients it needs. You should also make sure that your
armadillo has access to fresh water at all times.

Health

Armadillos are generally healthy animals, but they can be susceptible to a
variety of health problems, including:

Respiratory infections

Gastrointestinal problems

Skin infections

Metabolic bone disease

It is important to take your armadillo to the vet for regular checkups to
ensure that it is healthy. You should also watch for any signs of illness,
such as lethargy, loss of appetite, or diarrhea.

Armadillos can make great pets for the right people. They are relatively
low-maintenance animals, and they can be quite affectionate and playful.
However, it is important to do your research before getting an armadillo, as
they can have some specific needs. By following the tips in this guide, you
can help your armadillo live a long and healthy life.
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