
The Shaping of a Statesman: 1944-1965
Trudeau, Son of Quebec, Father of Canada
Pierre Trudeau was one of the most influential and controversial figures in
Canadian history. He served as Prime Minister of Canada for two terms,
from 1968 to 1979 and again from 1980 to 1984. His policies and
personality left a lasting impact on the country, and he remains a subject of
fascination and debate today.
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Trudeau was born in Montreal, Quebec, in 1919. His father was a wealthy
businessman, and his mother was a devout Catholic. Trudeau attended the
prestigious Collège Jean-de-Brébeuf, where he excelled in his studies. He
went on to study law at the Université de Montréal, where he became
involved in student politics.
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In 1944, Trudeau joined the Royal Canadian Navy. He served in the North
Atlantic during World War II, and his experiences during the war had a
profound impact on him. After the war, Trudeau returned to Montreal and
resumed his studies. He also became involved in the Parti Libéral du
Québec (PLQ),the Quebec Liberal Party.

In 1965, Trudeau was elected to the House of Commons of Canada. He
quickly rose through the ranks of the Liberal Party, and in 1968, he became
Prime Minister of Canada. Trudeau was a charismatic and articulate leader,
and he quickly became one of the most popular politicians in the country.

Trudeau's first term as Prime Minister was marked by a number of
significant achievements. He introduced a new national flag for Canada,
and he also created the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
Trudeau also played a key role in the negotiations that led to the
repatriation of the Canadian constitution in 1982.

Trudeau's second term as Prime Minister was more difficult. The country
was facing a number of economic challenges, and Trudeau's government
was accused of being too authoritarian. Trudeau lost the 1984 election to
Brian Mulroney of the Progressive Conservative Party.

Trudeau retired from politics in 1984, but he remained active in public life.
He wrote a number of books and articles, and he also lectured at
universities around the world. Trudeau died in 2000, but his legacy
continues to live on.

The Shaping of a Statesman: 1944-1965 Trudeau, Son of Quebec, Father
of Canada is a comprehensive and engaging biography of Pierre Trudeau.
The book covers Trudeau's formative years from 1944-1965, and it



provides a fascinating insight into the development of one of Canada's
most important political figures.

The book is written by John English, a renowned Canadian historian.
English has written extensively about Canadian politics and history, and he
is considered one of the leading authorities on Pierre Trudeau. The book is
well-researched and well-written, and it provides a nuanced and balanced
portrait of Trudeau.

The Shaping of a Statesman: 1944-1965 Trudeau, Son of Quebec, Father
of Canada is a must-read for anyone interested in Canadian history or
politics. The book is a valuable contribution to the body of scholarship on
Pierre Trudeau, and it is sure to become a standard reference work on the
subject.

Here are some of the key themes that emerge from the book:

The importance of Trudeau's early experiences in shaping his political
views

Trudeau's complex relationship with Quebec nationalism

Trudeau's commitment to Canadian federalism

Trudeau's role in the development of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms

Trudeau's legacy as one of Canada's most important political figures

The Shaping of a Statesman: 1944-1965 Trudeau, Son of Quebec, Father
of Canada is a must-read for anyone interested in Canadian history or
politics. The book is a valuable contribution to the body of scholarship on



Pierre Trudeau, and it is sure to become a standard reference work on the
subject.
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