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Once a haven for wildlife, Mosul Zoo became a symbol of the devastating
destruction wrought by ISIS during their occupation of the Iraqi city. The
animals, once cherished by the community, faced starvation, neglect, and
the horrors of war.

The Zookeeper Who Refused to Give Up
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Amidst the chaos and violence, one man emerged as a beacon of hope:
Alaa Salman. A lifelong zookeeper, Alaa refused to abandon the animals in
their time of need. With unwavering determination, he became their
protector and advocate.

Day and night, Alaa faced unimaginable dangers to secure food, water, and
medical attention for the animals. He endured threats, bombings, and the
constant fear of losing his own life. But through it all, his resolve remained
unshaken.

A Journey of Rescue and Rehabilitation
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With the help of international organizations and fellow zookeepers, Alaa
orchestrated a daring rescue operation. One by one, the animals were
evacuated from the war-torn zoo and transported to safety.

The rehabilitation process was arduous. Many animals suffered from
malnutrition, trauma, and injuries. But with Alaa's tireless efforts and the
support of veterinarians, they slowly began to recover and regain their
health.

The Legacy of Mosul Zoo
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Today, Mosul Zoo stands as a testament to the resilience of the human
spirit and the unwavering bonds between animals and their caretakers.
Rebuilt and thriving, the zoo once again serves as a sanctuary for wildlife
and a source of joy for the people of Mosul.

Alaa Salman's remarkable quest to save Mosul Zoo is a story of courage,
compassion, and the indomitable power of hope. It reminds us that even in
the darkest of times, there are those who will go to extraordinary lengths to
protect the innocent and preserve the beauty of life.

The story of Mosul Zoo and Alaa Salman is a powerful reminder that even
in the face of adversity, the human spirit can triumph. Through their
unwavering determination and selfless acts, they have not only saved the
lives of countless animals but have also inspired hope in a war-torn world.
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May their legacy continue to inspire generations to come and remind us of
the profound impact that one person's actions can have on the world.
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