
Historical Memoir of the Snowbird and Alta
Ski Patrols: A Legacy of Excellence
Nestled amidst the breathtaking Wasatch Mountains of Utah, the Snowbird
and Alta Ski Patrols have etched their names into the annals of ski history.
For over seven decades, these legendary organizations have stood as
unwavering guardians of mountain safety, embodying the spirit of
camaraderie, bravery, and unwavering dedication.

This captivating historical memoir delves into the rich tapestry of these two
iconic ski patrols. Through meticulously researched accounts and firsthand
narratives, the book unveils the extraordinary stories and individuals that
have shaped their legacy. From the early pioneers who blazed trails in the
untamed backcountry to the modern-day professionals who continue their
tradition of excellence, this memoir captures the essence of what it means
to be a ski patroller.
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The Birth of the Snowbird Ski Patrol

In the winter of 1941, as the world grappled with the turmoil of war, a group
of dedicated skiers embarked on a mission to ensure the safety of fellow
enthusiasts at Snowbird Ski Resort. Led by the visionary Jack Johnson,
these pioneers formed the Snowbird Ski Patrol, a small but resolute band
of volunteers who patrolled the slopes on skis equipped with first-aid kits.

The early years of the Snowbird Ski Patrol were characterized by a spirit of
camaraderie and adventure. Patrollers forged unbreakable bonds as they
faced the challenges of the mountain together, from treacherous weather
conditions to unpredictable terrain. Their unwavering commitment to safety
laid the foundation for a legacy that would endure for generations to come.

Alta Ski Patrol: A Tradition of Excellence

Just a short drive away, the Alta Ski Patrol emerged in 1950, driven by a
shared passion for mountain safety and a desire to protect the unique
skiing experience afforded by Alta's legendary powder. Like their
counterparts at Snowbird, Alta's patrollers were a diverse group of
individuals, united by a love of the mountains and a unwavering
commitment to their duty.

Over the decades, the Alta Ski Patrol has gained renown for its expertise in
avalanche rescue. Recognizing the ever-present threat posed by
avalanches in the Wasatch Mountains, patrollers dedicated themselves to
developing innovative techniques and protocols for mitigating this danger.
Their unwavering dedication has saved countless lives and earned Alta the
reputation as a global leader in avalanche safety.

Shared Values and Collaboration



Despite their separate origins, the Snowbird and Alta Ski Patrols have
always shared a deep sense of kinship and a common set of values. Both
organizations have remained rooted in the principles of volunteerism, self-
sacrifice, and a deep respect for the mountain environment.

Throughout their history, the two ski patrols have collaborated closely on a
variety of initiatives. Together, they have developed training programs,
established safety protocols, and worked tirelessly to promote mountain
safety awareness among skiers and snowboarders. This spirit of
cooperation has strengthened both organizations and cemented their
reputation as leaders in the ski industry.

Beyond the Slopes: Community Involvement

The Snowbird and Alta Ski Patrols are not merely confined to their duties
on the mountain. They also play an active role in their surrounding
communities, extending their commitment to safety and service beyond the
slopes.

Patrollers have volunteered their time to teach avalanche awareness
courses at local schools, assisted with search and rescue operations in the
Wasatch Mountains, and supported various charitable organizations. Their
tireless efforts have earned them the respect and admiration of the
communities they serve.

Legendary Patrollers and Extraordinary Stories

The history of the Snowbird and Alta Ski Patrols is replete with legendary
patrollers and extraordinary stories that embody the spirit of these
organizations. From the courageous rescues performed in treacherous
conditions to the heartwarming camaraderie forged in the shared



experience of mountain life, this memoir captures the essence of what it
means to be a patroller.

Readers will encounter the likes of Bob Burns, a Snowbird Ski Patrol
pioneer known for his unwavering determination and exceptional skiing
abilities. They will learn about Alta's legendary avalanche forecaster, Thane
Maynard, whose tireless efforts and innovative techniques have saved
countless lives. And they will be inspired by the countless other patrollers
who have dedicated their lives to ensuring the safety of skiers and
snowboarders in the Wasatch Mountains.

Preserving a Legacy for Future Generations

The Historical Memoir of the Snowbird and Alta Ski Patrols is not merely a
chronicle of the past. It is also a preservation of a legacy that continues to
inspire and guide future generations. By capturing the stories, values, and
traditions of these iconic organizations, this memoir ensures that their
legacy will endure for years to come.

This book is a testament to the unwavering commitment of the Snowbird
and Alta Ski Patrols to mountain safety, camaraderie, and service. It is a
celebration of the extraordinary individuals who have shaped their history
and a source of inspiration for aspiring patrollers and outdoor enthusiasts
alike.

The Historical Memoir of the Snowbird and Alta Ski Patrols is a captivating
and inspiring read that transports readers to the heart of the ski patrol
experience. Through meticulously researched accounts and firsthand
narratives, this book unveils the rich history, shared values, and



extraordinary stories that have defined these legendary organizations for
over seven decades.

Whether you are a seasoned skier, an aspiring patroller, or simply a lover of
mountain history, this memoir is sure to captivate and inspire. It is a
testament to the indomitable spirit and unwavering dedication of the men
and women who have dedicated their lives to ensuring the safety of others
in the unforgiving yet awe-inspiring environment of the Wasatch Mountains.
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