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Wines from California's Napa Valley and Oregon's Willamette Valley have
gained global recognition, but the rich history of American winemaking
extends far beyond these celebrated regions. In the tapestry of American
wine, there are countless forgotten threads—lost grape varieties, forgotten
stories, and untold chapters that have shaped the trajectory of wine
production in the United States.

The Birth of American Wine
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The story of American wine begins with the arrival of European settlers. In
the 16th century, Spanish missionaries planted grapevines in what is now
Florida and California. These early plantings were primarily used for
religious purposes, but they laid the foundation for the future wine industry.

In the 17th century, English colonists established vineyards in Virginia and
the Carolinas. These vineyards thrived, and American wines began to gain
popularity in Europe. However, the American Revolution disrupted the wine
trade, and many vineyards were abandoned.

The Rise and Fall of the Wine Industry
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In the 19th century, the American wine industry experienced a revival.
German and Swiss immigrants brought their winemaking expertise to the
United States, and vineyards were planted across the country. By 1890, the
United States was the fourth-largest wine producer in the world.

However, the rise of the American wine industry was short-lived. In 1919,
Prohibition was enacted, and the production and sale of alcohol became
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illegal. Many wineries were forced to close, and the American wine industry
was decimated.

The Rediscovery of Forgotten Grapes

After Prohibition was repealed in 1933, the American wine industry slowly
began to rebuild. However, it was not until the 1970s that a new generation
of winemakers began to explore the forgotten grape varieties of the past.

These winemakers were inspired by the rich history of American
winemaking, and they believed that forgotten grape varieties could help to
create unique and flavorful wines. They began to experiment with these
grapes, and they soon discovered that they had the potential to produce
exceptional wines.
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Today, there are a number of wineries across the United States that
specialize in forgotten grape varieties. These wines are gaining popularity
among consumers who are looking for something different and unique.

The Future of American Wine

The rediscovery of forgotten grape varieties is a testament to the resilience
and creativity of the American wine industry. These grapes are helping to
shape the future of wine in the United States, and they are ensuring that
the rich history of American winemaking will continue to be told for
generations to come.

If you are looking for a unique and flavorful wine experience, be sure to
explore the forgotten grape varieties of America. These wines are sure to
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surprise and delight your palate.
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