
Disaster Capitalism: Making a Killing Out of
Catastrophe
Disasters are not just natural occurrences. They are also opportunities for
the wealthy and powerful to make money. This is the central thesis of
Naomi Klein's groundbreaking book, Disaster Capitalism: Making a Killing
Out of Catastrophe.
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Klein argues that disasters are not just natural occurrences, but also social
and political events. They are often caused by human activities, such as
climate change and pollution. And they disproportionately affect the poor
and vulnerable.

In the wake of a disaster, governments and corporations often rush to
privatize public services, such as water, electricity, and healthcare. They
also cut taxes for the wealthy and corporations, while raising taxes on the
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poor. This creates a situation in which the rich get richer and the poor get
poorer.

Klein provides numerous examples of disaster capitalism in action. She
shows how corporations have profited from the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the Hurricane Katrina disaster, and the Fukushima nuclear
disaster. She also shows how the wealthy and powerful have used
disasters to justify the expansion of surveillance and the erosion of civil
liberties.

Disaster Capitalism is a powerful and disturbing book. It exposes the ways
in which the wealthy and powerful profit from the suffering of others. It is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand the world we live in.
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Chapter 1: The Shock Doctrine

In Chapter 1, Klein introduces the concept of the "shock doctrine." She
argues that disasters create a state of shock in which people are more
likely to accept radical changes to the social Free Download. This is why



governments and corporations often use disasters as an opportunity to
push through unpopular policies.

Klein provides several examples of the shock doctrine in action. She shows
how the Bush administration used the 9/11 attacks to justify the invasion of
Iraq and the expansion of the surveillance state. She also shows how the
Thatcher government used the Falklands War to privatize public services
and roll back the welfare state.

Chapter 2: Disaster Profiteering

In Chapter 2, Klein examines the ways in which corporations profit from
disasters. She shows how corporations have made billions of dollars from
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Hurricane Katrina disaster, and the
Fukushima nuclear disaster.

Klein argues that disaster profiteering is not just a matter of corporations
taking advantage of a crisis. It is also a deliberate strategy by governments
and corporations to privatize public services and make money off of the
suffering of others.

Chapter 3: The Privatization of Disaster Relief

In Chapter 3, Klein examines the privatization of disaster relief. She shows
how governments have increasingly contracted out disaster relief services
to private companies.

Klein argues that the privatization of disaster relief is a disaster in itself.
Private companies are often more interested in making a profit than in
providing effective relief.



Chapter 4: The Militarization of Disaster

In Chapter 4, Klein examines the militarization of disaster. She shows how
militaries have increasingly been used to respond to disasters.

Klein argues that the militarization of disaster is a dangerous trend. It
creates a situation in which disaster relief is seen as a military operation,
rather than a humanitarian operation.

Chapter 5: The Climate Catastrophe

In Chapter 5, Klein examines the climate catastrophe. She argues that
climate change is the greatest threat facing humanity today.

Klein shows how climate change is already causing more frequent and
severe disasters. She also shows how climate change is disproportionately
affecting the poor and vulnerable.

Chapter 6: The Future of Disaster Capitalism

In Chapter 6, Klein looks to the future of disaster capitalism. She argues
that the trend towards disaster capitalism is likely to continue.

However, Klein also argues that there is hope for a better future. She calls
for a new system that is based on solidarity and cooperation, rather than on
greed and exploitation.

Disaster Capitalism is a powerful and disturbing book. It exposes the ways
in which the wealthy and powerful profit from the suffering of others. It is a
must-read for anyone who wants to understand the world we live in.



Klein's book is a call to action. She argues that we must not accept disaster
capitalism as inevitable. We must fight for a better future, a future in which
everyone has a chance to live a good life.
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