
Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company That
Addicted America
Beth Macy's Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company That Addicted
America is a gripping and meticulously researched account of the opioid
crisis in America. The book follows the stories of three people whose lives
were forever changed by the epidemic: a doctor who prescribed opioids too
freely, a pharmacist who sold them illegally, and a recovering addict who
fought to expose the truth.
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Macy's book begins with the story of Dr. Richard Sackler, the billionaire
CEO of Purdue Pharma, the company that manufactured OxyContin.
Sackler was a brilliant marketer who convinced doctors that OxyContin was
a safe and effective pain reliever. He also lobbied the government to

FREE

https://paperback.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ik50ODU4XC93TmJWa0hPSWdleXNMUEVJZUJcL2Z0QUxwMUZQVmVuNXFVbDJIUjBXQUFPVzNwbFE1bHVlMWlFeWl1NU1lTW5ERmlWNzI5TkdDSW9nOHMzRGJSYU5QcWtIRzVSVmVpNWFUQ1Rwek91VzhXckZtZ1o5SjZqbGVBV056RjVkUFN1aXdXeXhKMkI4eFBDaFdtdXVSRVdVbGl0TktzSVZUQmF3VkRnVkVKb1F2R1NcL1ZMMjZ6U090b3VlK0JIRHlhSFBOcXFYaVZuK0s5REFzVk9XUUc4dllGaWxTYkZFc09GTlJHSGhHcXRjdytDdk80K1FFS1BXR3ZnZzd0cVAiLCJpdiI6Ijc5NDNjYjRjYTdhMWNjMDVjNDE5OWViODdkYzJmNjJhIiwicyI6IjZmY2RhODQyYzU2MWUwN2QifQ%3D%3D
https://paperback.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ik5vNHgzd1daRGxuODk3cUVYZWZKTG96T1AwNUltNXFkTEwrQnZ1UEZESFVLczM4WnVyQWJvQTJyTE81NVhEXC9pSGx6WE9aUGt0aWpDY293XC9YWHZVRk9Gb0NjOEo3K05NWGt3ZXFzeVwvemZiSVZkRld2Y3pZMVROenJ5bkUyN1dMc25IVWljWkt6WUw0Y0tkdmNLc3pjMHdQckhONlVtRFNpZ3l1d1hzaWtWVVp4MU4wekNSK2VpQ3kzY01ydFoyQ1lGTlwvRVZvR3laMjZFcU9nN3hZV3pKOVc4U2tLcHNIUnRcL2d3Z2Q5VUZZM2FJNlh6eVFCSCtiTDRmUTdmOG5SYSIsIml2IjoiOWM2MjlkMWZhZmNkNDE0YjVhYWY3MmU5MDE0MzZmMDAiLCJzIjoiMDJhZjRkYzU4NTk0MjI0NSJ9
https://paperback.bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlhQQ0VnR0ozdmk4ZkZidU9UdmRBWWx4RG8ybDBDdGUyNlhhblc3Y3FpSkc0V3p1QUwrbGtDWjE4eVREZnJFT0lERkx5VjJwYms4UVdHNnpBMVwvKzF4cjhOQVFadkFGcjgxbVhubDlzRjJzdEl1VHVHM3NsWDdzbENYdmhaOHdaMFlvZmxKQjdSRjQrSXlybjdMOUtHNXlZcldIaWRBS1FDaTRMSHdlVFBCY0NUSGpqOGZHWjB6K0hOMGdUZWJ1Zlh2SVVEblwvaWgwcEZSM1pnUDhzS2Fnc2xPd0hzVVZCdEZCNDZ5Q2JTZGlHdzVSRlZydFQ3RXFoV2lGdHJ1S3I2bCIsIml2IjoiYTU3OTk3MTgxMmExMmU2YTE1ZWExZjU3Yjg4MzNjZDAiLCJzIjoiYTZhY2YyYmMzMWQzODAzZSJ9


weaken regulations on opioids. As a result of Sackler's efforts, OxyContin
became one of the most widely prescribed drugs in America.

But OxyContin was not as safe as Sackler claimed. The drug was highly
addictive, and it led to a surge in overdose deaths. In 2017, more than
70,000 people died from drug overdoses, and two-thirds of those deaths
involved opioids. The opioid crisis has had a devastating impact on families
and communities across the United States.

Macy's book tells the stories of the people who have been affected by the
opioid crisis. She follows the story of Dr. Art Van Zee, a family doctor who
prescribed opioids too freely. Van Zee was a well-respected doctor in his
community, but he was also struggling with addiction. He eventually lost his
medical license and spent time in prison.

Macy also tells the story of John Kapoor, a pharmacist who sold opioids
illegally. Kapoor owned several pharmacies in West Virginia, and he sold
millions of OxyContin pills to drug dealers. Kapoor was eventually
convicted of racketeering and sentenced to 20 years in prison.

Finally, Macy tells the story of Patrick Radden Keefe, a recovering addict
who fought to expose the truth about the opioid crisis. Keefe wrote a series
of articles for The New Yorker that helped to raise awareness of the
epidemic. He also testified before Congress about the role that Purdue
Pharma played in the crisis.

Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company That Addicted America is a must-
read for anyone who wants to understand the roots of the opioid crisis and
the devastating impact it has had on families and communities across the
United States. Macy's book is a powerful indictment of the greed and



recklessness that led to the epidemic, and it is a call to action for us to do
better.

Additional Resources

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: Opioid Overdose
Epidemic

Drug Enforcement Administration: OxyContin

NPR: Meet the Family That Owns Purdue Pharma, Maker of
OxyContin

New York Times: Inside Purdue Pharma, the Company That Fueled
the Opioid Crisis

Washington Post: The Sacklers: The Family That Built an Empire of
Pain
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